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BERRIES OF LIQUID FIRE |25, Bt i talia for their se't-controt. A

Ist Lot
2d Lot
3d Lot
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to $20.00.

Three Lots of fine Jackets at prices never offered at this season of the year.
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Rink’s FineJackets

Sinnall PPrices

miss this rare chance for fine garments.

Fine all-wool Kersey Jackets, full silk lined, strap and stitched seams, best pearl
buttons, blacks, blues, browns, castors and tans; worth $15.00 1n any house. Sale
MotldaY .. ost16cscsvcsssosccscnssvssssnsssscssssssassnnnsassansssssss -

Much finer Jackets, better material, better lining, more stvle, more stitching, best
Washington mills Kersey; never offered by us or anyoue else tor less than $18.50
Monday's Sale
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Here's a rare collection of fine, dressy Jackets; all the late ideas; fine brocade and
plain linings, very finest pearl buttons, Jackets that are really worth double
the price, but on account of too many high-grade garments left at this time of
the year we wish to do a quick job of selling them.

Monday's Sale....c.coveee
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At Our Big Holiday Sale
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FINE BPIANOS!

Until January 1st, you can make your selection from among the world's most famous pianos, *‘no re-
serve,” such as STEINWAY, HAZELTON, KRAKAUER, REGENT, KURTZMANN, LUDWIG, BLASIUS &
SONS, STERLING, CROWN, HUNTINGTON, A. B. CHASE, and other pianos.
We buy exclusively for spot cash, and in large quantities.
We can and do save our cdfstomers from $50 to $100 on each piano.
buy a piano within the next year, it will be money saved to....

MAKE YOUR SELECTION NOW.

BEAUTIFUL NEW PIANOS reduced to $185, $210, $235, $265.
down, and the balance on monthly payments of $5, $6 to $10 per month. Don’t wait until the last day be-
fore Xmas, but come now, make your selection, and we will deliver it for Xmas.
Large number of Second-hand Pianos at $15, $20, $30, $50 and up-

of Pianos in the State.
best makes.

in exchange at their full value.
ward, worth double the money.

Pearson’s Piano House

134 and 136 North Pennsylvania Street,

{="Fine Tuning and Repairing,

This Week Only.

$1-Readings-$l

Personally Given by the

WORLD’S GREATEST
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Dr. Carl

Louis Perin
Denison Hotel, Suit 139

This reading for $1 will embrace all events of

future lifc. Everybody is now welcome.

rs daily from 10 to6. Come carly and avoid
the rush.

' SEALS, STENCILS, STAM
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Remodeling Sale

Important alterations in my room force me out of
business during January, therefore must crowd two
months’ business into one, as I don’t wish to carry
over any fall stock.

THESE PRICES OUGHT TO HELP:

| $20 SUITS and OVERCOATS to order-. $13.50
JITS and QVERCOATS to order.-- $16.50
JITS and OVERCOATS to order-.$20.00
JITS and OVERCOATS to order--$22.50
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The Largest Cloak House in
the West.
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000 Jackets to select

$8.50
$10.00

$15.00
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We carry the largest stock
We have choice of the
If you are intending to

Very little money required

Old instruments taken

/
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$4.00
$5.00
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$9 and $10 TROUSERS

Every detail connected with the production of my work has
my personal supervision, and I wili not permit any garment to
leave my house that 1s not correct in fit, workmanship and style,

Special facilities for short-time orders.

“MONEY BACK IF NOT SATISFIED.”

HENRY DEUTSCH, Tailor

Occidentaal Hotel Cornerr,

WASHINGTON and ILLINOIS STS.
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USERS.- - $6.00

$7.00
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what the price, my customary guarantee applies.
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Journal, by Mail, $2 Per Anpum

BOOKS ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA,

Many Sources Through Which Read-

ers May Be Informed.

Literary Digest,

A somewunat extensive literature relating
to the Boers and British in South Africa
has grown up since the convention of 1ss
between England and the Transvaal, A
list of neariy a score of the most valuable
works, given by Mr. Marrion Wilcox in
Literature, includes the following:

Theal's ""History of Scouth Atrica Under
the Administration of the Duteh East In-
dia Company' (London: Swan, Sonnen-
schein & Co,, 1880). Discusses the period
which' began with the landing of Jan Van
Riebeek, April 7, 1652, and extended to the
surrender to the English troops, Sept. 16,
1745, with an interesting account of Hugue-
not emigrants to the colony.

By the same author, ‘“Tne Portuguese in
South Africa,” (London: Unwin, 188) and
“South Africa,” (New York: G. P. Put-
nam's Sons, 18%4).

Keltie's ""The Partition of Africa,” (Lon-
don: Stanford, 1883). Gives a connected nar-
ralive of the remarkable events which have
led to the appropriation of the bulk of
Africa by certain of the powers of Europe
Maps Illustrats the growth of knowledge
concerning the central and southern dis-
tricts, as the ceptinent has been gradually
explored, and show at a glance some of
the important facts in relation to tempera-
Lture, vegetation and population,

_Bigelow's *“White Man's Africa" (New
York: Harper & Brothers, 188) hasg chap-
ters on Jameson's rald, Krugér, the Portu-
guese, President Steyn, of the Orange Free
State, the Dutch feeling to England, Natal,
the Briuvsh and Bocor governments, ete,

Eryca's “Impressions of South Africa™
(New York: The Century Company, 1567.)

Ollve S8chreiner's *“The South African
Question™ (Chicago: Sergel, 1889) Of the
early white settlers in South Africa she
gsays: ""The bulk of these folk were Dutch-
men from Holland and Friesland, with a
few Swedes, Germans and Danes, and later
there was intermingied with them a strong
strain of Huguenot blood from France.
Thes: men were malnly of that folk which
In the sixteenth century held Philip and the
Spanish empire at bay and struck the first
death blow into.the heart of that mighty
Imperial system whose death gasp we have
witneszed to-day, a brave, free, fearless
folk with the blood of the old sca Kings
in their veins.”

Hilller's “Rald and Reform"” (London:
Macmillan, 18088.) This author, who fought,
hunted and traveled with the Boers for six-
teen years, savs: “l know them to be pos-
sessed  for the most part by Kkindly, if
rugged, natures, They have much in com-
mon, both In its virtues and defects, with
the old Puritan =ide of the English charac-
ter, and they possess much of that grit
Which is inherent in the British race. There
is, I belleve, no European race to-day more
nearly allled to the British in strong natural
characteristics than the Duteh of South
But the isolation of two hundred
vears has weaned a section of them from
civilization, and ignorance and the preju-
dices arising from ignorance have been the
chi-f cause of all our troubles with them."
“Sketches and Studies in South Africa '
by W. J. Knox Lattle (Philadelphia: Lip-
pincott. 1888,) Presents a British view of the

| Boer characreristies.,

“"Oom Paul's People,™

| legas (New York: Appleton, 1809.)

by Howard C. Hil-
Vincent's *“Actual

Appleton, 1865.) York:

“A History of the Colonization of Afrie:
3 » : at Afriea
h_\" Alien Races.,"” by Sir Harry H. Johnson
(C .Il"ﬂ'lri!.i_tt!'.‘ The University Press, 1899 )
Brown's On the South African Frontier:
the ..-\(!\'e'-nl'-n:-'-s :!.P.'I Obsgervations of an
i ‘clﬁ.‘f'"w lur’k: Scribners, 1896.)
S'ratham’'s “Paul Kruger and His Times"
(Boston: Page.) }
Wilmot's *“‘History of Our Own Times in
South Africa” (London a ‘ape wn:
;g nd Cape Town:
Rrown's “QGuide to South
Knight's “Rhodesla of
Bent's *
Whites

Africa” (New

Africa."
To-day."

tuined Citles of M ishonaland.”
“"Development of Africa * i

FEMININE FINANCIERING.

The Way One Philanthropic Club

Took 1o Raise Money.
New York Evening Sun.

“'It's so lucky you happened to drop in to
see us this evening,” was the greeting of a
young married woman to her brother-in-
law. "1 wanted to see yYou above all things
1 r}.-n e something for yYou—something aw-
fully nice and a great honor. | assure vou,

inds

and You

explain to

You :l‘ll“llt.

to you without a word." And she put into

} : ¥ ('I"i‘ll!n}' en-
velope, heavy with crest and seal. “*What's
cried the brother-in-law, reading the
embossed letters in one corner of the en-
“ ‘Home for Aged and Decrepit In-
“It's our philanthropic society,'
the sister-in-law., “I've told vou
It's run by the alumnae of Miss

returned
it.

fully busy. Don't you remember? It's the
soclety that when it was hard up for mon-
mortgaged a house and expected to
run the society on the interest of the mort-
gage. You laughed like everything at it
then, though I'm sure 1 can’t see whyv." By
this time the brother-in-law had opened
the envelope. It contalned a beautifully em-
bossed and {lluminated card, Somewhere
among the ornate lettering he caught sight
of his own name In manuscript. “[t's your
receipt,”” sald the sister-in-law. “You see,
the society Is hard up agaln, and at the
meeting this morning these cards were dis-
tributed, and we decided to pay into the
treasurv rlgrv l)“ “‘hﬂh*\'t'l‘ money WwWe
thought our friends might be willing to
contribute, In that way, both we and our
friends would be spared the bothep of beg-
ging, for all we had to do was to hand
them one of these beautiful receipts, made
out in their name, and all they had to do
was to hand us over whatever amount we
had pald for them. I pald $ In your name
at once. [ knew that yYou were so interested
in the society, and felt sure you would
approve this way of ralsing funds ever so
much more than you did the mortgage that
time. You do, don’'t you? Oh, thanks, ever
so much.”” as the brother-in-law reluctantly
o oy O oA s tellap WL YT’ an glad von
don’t find anything to laugh at in this
Scuce 45 you aid 1n the mortgage."
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CHILI PATEN, THE WARMEST MEM- |

BER OF THE PEPPER FAMILY.

.

Wonderful Qualities of the Plant of

Which Tabasco Sauce Is a Mild Ex-
tract=Where It Flourishes.

&>

New York Sun.

Beginning at a point 100 miles above New
Orleans and running west and southwest
for more than 3,000 miles, is a belt of wild
pepper known as the chill patin  With its
eastward end close to the Mississippi river,
its westward end rests on the slopes of the
mountains beyond the City of Mexico.
Lliere are more than forty members of the

pepper family, and not any other one of
them can show s0 extended or exclusive
a habitat. The chili patin is found in Its
glant belt and nowhere else, though there
are imitations of it eisewhere in the world.
The investigator can distinguish the gen-
uine from the imitation readily enough by
putting a sample of each in his mouth.
The imitation will be warm. There isn't
anything in the English language to de-
scribe what the orher will be. Most North-
erners will have a reasonably clear idea of
the virulence of the chiil patin when they
are told that tobasco sauce is a much-
Tebasco sauce Is
made of chili patin, vinegar and some alco-
hol, put In as a preservative. The sauce
is made at New lIberia, La., which is at the
eastern end of the chlli patin beit. The pro-
portion of the strengih of the pepper In
its natural state to the strength of the
sauce is seven to one. It is nearly as hot
as the Interior Linges of the gates of the
bad place and much hotter than the out-
side hinges.

The chili patin grows on a bush from two
to three feet high and three feet broad
across the top, The limbs of the bush are
gnarled and twisted and covered with
rough bark., In appearance the plant is not
uniitke an old and diminutive cak tree. The
likeness is furthered by the leaves, which
are small, hard and green. The pepper
{tself is a nearly spherical berry about the
size of small buckshot. A stem puls off
from @ limb and at the end of the stem is
a single berry. From this stem other
stems may put out, but each stem will
grow not more than one fruit. Often a
leaf grows from the stem next to the berry,
bends over it and shades it as If 1L were
an umbrella. This is merely one ol the
190,090 devices of nature 1o 1_-%!11‘-:'4 fr=
products from the nerceness of a torrid
sun. The belt in which the pepper Rrows
varies in width from twenty to 30 miies.
The bushes stand thickly enough for tl:!e
most part. It is impossible to estimate
now many thousands of tons of the pepper
KO0 to waste each fall, While it is some-
thing of a favorite with the Mexicans and
with the Americans along the Rio Grande,
for the most part it Is not used at all.

Even the Mexicans do not use it in all
of thelr dishes wherddn paper is emp.oyed.
In the very common dish known as chili
concarne, for instance, the pepper used 18
the chili colorado, a large, briulantly red,
bell-shaped pod, muci. Ke the common
red pepper of American gordens, but ten
times warmer. They have, too, a4 pepper of
dark purple when cured, which they call
chili negro, about half-way In strength be-
tween the chili colorado and the chid patli.
Chili patin they use only when they wish
to make some dish particulariy 'hut. Gen-
erally some of it—a very little of li—is
spread upon their huevas con savollas, a
mixture of eggs, onfons and cheese, and oc-
casionally it is found in enchiladas, which
are tortillas with grated cheese and chopped
onions on them, the wholé moistened with
a rich gravy. Americans eat largely of en-
chiladas when they get the chance, mainly,
it Is believed, because when a man Is de-
vouring one, a quart bottle of Ice-cold beer
discounts the anectar guaffed by any oid
god. . R

ITS PLACE IN NATURE.

The chill patin s a pepper made by na-
ture to offset the disecase effects of an arid
and excessively hot climate. 1t Is not com-
prehensible how #t came to spread so far
eastward in Loulsiana, because that is a
low and damp eclimate., It is true that the
Louisiana chill patin, from which the ta-
basco sauce is made, is a bastard product.

It has not more than one-half the hotness
of the chili patin grown where it properly
belongs, on Lhe higher and dryer lands
furtner west. Properly speaking, the chili
patin is of that part of the country which
is sandy, red-hot and practically rainless,
For example, it grows nowher: in greater
strengih of profusion than in the nelghbor-
hood of Durango, Mex., and in Durango,
when they had a rain not long ago, chil-
dren six years old were paralyzed with
astonishment 10 see water fall out of the
sky. DBroadly speaking, the chili patin
llourishes wherever the cactus flourishes,
or it would flourigsh there if transplanted,

It will be understood that a climate n
which there is little moisture and much sun
is excellent for sick lungs and bad for the
liver. In the chili putin parts of the South-
west consumption Is unknown, save among
people from the north who come down in
the last stage of it, die and are shipped
home. There iz no catarrh to speak 1f.
The wvarious diseases of the digestive or-
sans, however, are common among Amer-
lcans who do not know enough to eat chiil
satins, Mexicans rarely heve them be-
cause they keep themselves filled with the
native peppers, which make the Hver
work. Mexicans begin the consumption of
pepper at one year old, and they Kkeep it
up so long as they are able to swallow any-
thing, Now and then, when a Mexican
hand comes into this country, the members
f it get mopey and distressed |looking in a
little while. They cannot be induced to
stay longer than three months. The doc-
tors call this nostralgia, but it is merely a
onging for pepper. 1t is a fact that when a
Mexican sheep herder dles alone on the
range, as often happens, the vultures will
not feed upon his flesh. He s soaked
through and through with ch:li patin. 1Ir
i man living In the Rio Grande part of
the United States, or in Mexico, will take
¢hili patins at each meal he will never have
inything the matter with his liver. nor
will that organ grow until it fills un all
one side of him. Thi= is a fact dlscovered
long ago, but even now it does not seem to
he generally known.

Dr. Taylor, at one time a health official of
New York city, bought a ranch on Devil's
river, in western Texas, on the upper edge
of the chili patin belt. He found forty
cowboys on it, and half of them were on
the sick list. That seemed to be the nor-
mal condition of affairs on the ranch. They
were living, as they had been living for
yvears, on ten cups of strong black coffee
v day, fried bacon three times a day, and
‘lour bread baked in a frying pan. Tayvlor
watched them a while, saw that he was
aying forty men's wages for twenty men's
work, and set out to alter things.
down the coffee allowance to three cuns a
day a man, aliowed bacon only three times
a week, and dispensed with flour alto-
gether. Instead he gave them corn bread
and tortillas, beef with chill patins, goat's
flesh with c¢hili pating, mutton with chili
pating, and such game as he could slay
with chill patins. He had a riot or two on
his hands, but he held them down, and in
three months there was not a sick man on
the range. Taylor was kiiled by a fall from
a horse tive years ago, but up to the day
of his death he carried always the drled
chili patin pellets in his right-hand walst-

coat pocket, and swallowed one like a pill |

every hour or two. White men first intro-
duced to Mexican cookery notice the strong
purgative effect of it, but do not know that
the effect is due wholly to the small but
powerful peppers.

AN ACQUIRED TASTE.

|
|
|

|
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whole pepper dropped into soup intended
ten persons will make it very hot
indeed. It is easy, however, for the strang-
er here to build up a toleranc? of the pep-
per. In a little while he will find himself
requiring a whole one for h.s soup, and
then two of them, but he never gels any
higher. He will find himeself a&al=so puttung
the pepper into pretty much everything he
cats, because the habit of it is rapidly

acquired and difficult to shake off. The chill |

patin habit is one of the few habits posi-
tively beneficlal to the possessor. So Ifar
as is known here the pepper is never sent
north in its natural state, thougn it is cer-
tain to become popular in New York and
other large cities once it is taken to them.
In Mexican restaurants, and in most Amer-
fcan restaurants through this region. a
saucter of dried chili patins in the center
of the table is as much
'ar condiments as the sait. It s used here
on pretty much everything to eat, and 1s

| of especial value with fish of all Kinds.

Thia pepper is gathered by
when the beries are fully formed, but
still green, It is taken by the simple pro-
cesgs of breaking off the branches, or
sometimes pulling up the entire plant. The
branches are hung up in Kitchens or In

| barns. The leaves fall off in a little while,

| skin
| turn & bright
|’ may

the berries remain on the stems. The
of them wrinkleg slightly and they
red. In this condition they
readily crumbled between the

be

| thumb and forefinger, and so are especial-

\ 1y convenient
| pepper is

| least

He cut |

| right in denouncing ths

for use at the table. The
hot when green and tender
as when dry, but is not so readily used. It
exudes, when broken at this stage, a slight
juice. If a man gets somg of this moisture
on his fingers and then t'uhs his eves, he
is In for an interesting i{ime, lasting at
for twenty-four hours. It is stated
by Mexicans that if the dust from pow-
dered chili patins is thrown
eyes he will lose his sight. There is no re-
corded instance of its being put to this use,
but the statement is accepted generally at
its face value. It will pain fearfully if it
be rubbed on the skin, and a poultice of it
would simply set the sufferer on fire.

A QUEER RELIGION.

s

One of the Fantastiec Developmentis of
This Enlightened Era.

Kansas City Journal.

Six miles from Las Cruces, N. M., is a
colony of peepls who form the most unique
religious sect in the world, The colony was
originally founded by one Dr. Newbrough,
a lentist of New York, and Dr. Newbrough
was author of the Bible which Is used in
the colony’s worship, This bible Is called
“QOahspe,”” and it is alleged to have been
written by tae author on a typewriter while
his fingers were being guided by super-
natural beings. It is as voluminous as the
Scriptures and In parts possesses no mean
order of philosophy.

The members of the colony call them-
“"Perlectionists,” and their commun-
ity is xnown as “Shalam,”" the word stand-
ing for children's land, and much atten-
tion is pald to the rearing of the young.
Everything is owned in common, the com-
munily plan having apparently been copied
from the famous colony at Oneida, N. Y.
The avowed purpose of the organization is
to establish new spiritual and economic doe-
trines and to found a4 new race which in
time shall approach the character of ever-
living angeis.

All of which s but iIntroductory to one
of the most remarkable court decisions
ever dedvered from any bench. It appears
that one Mr. Ells had been iInduced 1o join
ihie cowony. 1o Lrougat with nim consluer-
anie money, which was piaced In the cuoin-
mo4q lund. In the course of i yYedr e tirod
G nhis surroundings and brougnt sult for
MU AN damages, aneging that ue had been
Uecelved., ‘Ilne lower court gave milis a
Judgment tor §lL,ow and the case was up-
peascd o the Supreme Court of New Mex-
1O by the coiony, Where a reversal was nad,
the opluion besng deddvered by Mr, Justice
rreeman & lacvine keporier,)

As part of tne pileadiugs “Oahspe,” the
Shalam Bible, was submitted to tne court,
and in rendering the decision Judge Free-
man revieved tnis Bibie 10 a very racetious
manner, pardculariy that peortion of it
wilch essays 1o give an account of the
birih of the Corisdan redgion and of the
God. Once upon a lime, says “Oanhspe,
the world was ruied by a triuane composed
of Brahma and buddha and one Looea-
mong. ‘lue triune was getting along all
right when the devil came 10 Looveamong
and induced him to set up on his own ac-
count and take the name of Kriste, =0 that
it came (0 pass that the followers of Krisie
were called Kristeyans., Finally Kriste
captured the opposing gods, with their en-
tire command of 700,00 angels, and cast
them inito Lell, where alreaay there were
19, L00,000 who were in chaos and madness.
I'nen Kriste called a convention of his best
men to adopt a code. After four years and
seven moniks spent in session this conven-
tion put togeiher a lot of “"books and
legendary tawes” and called the result a
bible, the present Bible of the Christian
church, )

“The convention having agreed upon a
p‘Iu!f()rm." (we are now quoting Judge
Freeman's decision)—*that is, agreed upun
a Bible—then proceeded to ballot for a god.
On the first ballot, the record informs us,
there were thirty-seven candidates, naming
them. 7Tnis list inciudes the well-known
names of such personages as Vulean, Jupi-
ter, Minerva. Kriste (or Christ) s=tood
twenty-sceond on ihis ballot. Besides these,
there were twenty-two other gods and god-
desses who received a small number of bal-
lots each. (Plaintiff's exhibit A, Page 733,
Verse 37.) The names of these candidates
are not given, and therefore there is noth-
ing in the record to support the contention
of the counsel that the list inciuded the
names of Bob Ingers=oll and Phoebe Cous-
Ins. The receord tells us that at the end of
seven dayvs' balloting the number of gods
was reduced to twenty-seven. And so the
convention remained In session one vear and
seven months, and at the end of that time
the ballot rested nearly equal between Jove,
Kriste, Mars, Crite and Siva; and thus the
halloting stuod for seven weeks. At this
point Hataus, who was the chief spokes-
man of Kriste, proposed to leave the se-
lection to the angels. The convention, worn
out with speechmaking and balloting, read-
ily accepted this plan. Kriste, who still re-
tained command of the angels (for he had
prudently deciined to surrender one pos=ition
until he had been gelected to the other), to-
gether with his hosts, gave a sign in fire
of a cross smeared with blood; whereupon
he was declared elected, and on motion, his
election was made unanimous (Plaintiff's
exhibit A, Page 723).

“*The court i= of the opinion,” continued
Judge I“reeman, “that this part of the rec-
ord ought to have been excluded from the
jury, becaunse it Is an attack in a collateral
way to the title of this man Looeamong,
who is not a party to this proceeding, show-

selves

| ing that he not only packed the convention

with his friends, but had surrounded the
place of meeting with his hosts, ‘a thousand
angels deep;’ thus viclating that principle

of our law® which forbids the use of troops | ¢
| jedges, locally known as “the ribe,” whi

at the polls.”

Remembering that this account (even
though facetiously treated) is taken faith-
fully from a boak of worship which s be-
leved in by quite a numoer of educated
American citizens, weé may well stop and in-
quire if a Presbyterlan Assembly whieh re-
cently in Xew York was quliie
] Mohammedanism

gathered

| found in our new colonial possessions a® be-

| Ing

| tened

The strength of this pepper {s past the |

bellef of any one not accustomed to it. Its
flavor is pecullar to Itself, and proves at-
tractive to almost all palates. There is
some of this flavor, but not much of it. in
the manufactured sauce, It Is too much
disgulsed by vinegar. Each sphere of it
contains three or four seeds, not so large
as the head of a pin. One of these seeds
dropped into a bowl of oyster stew will
make the stew hotter than the untralned

mouth would ecare to encounter. A plece of
the dried skin as large as an apple seed

will have the same effect. Men who have
been eating chill patin for some days are

“*the most monsirous, Irrational
grotesque svstem of theology that ever fas-
itself on any people.”

A VWoman's Vaelce,

William D). Howells places much value on
a sweel volee, as Is shown in his Christmas
story in the December New Lippincott,
which the following Is an extract.

“All the way back to New York
bourne was oppressed by a sen
such as his oid disappoiniment in
seemed to him never to have inflicted
found that whole belng had set
the unseen owner of the volce which had
charmed him, and it was ilke a stretching
and tearing of the nerves to be going from
her insteasd of going to her. He was as
much under duress as Iif he were bound by
a hypnotic spell. The volce continually
sounded, not in his ears, which were fiiled
with the noises of the train, as usual, but
in the inmost of his spirit, where it was a
low, coolng, coaxirg, drollirg murmur. He
realized now how lntensely he must have
listened for it in the night, how every tone
of It must have pervaded him and possessed
him. He was in love with It, he was as
entirely fascinated by It as if It were the
girl's whole presence, her looks, her quali-
ties.”
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AN OCEAN GRAVEYARD AT THE ENe

TRANCE OF ST. LAWRENCE GULF.

-+

Fogs, Bergs, Shoals,
Reefs and Other Water Saares—A
Yiew of the Navigation.

Croas=Uurrents,

—

Quebec Letter in New York Post,

If one prong of a pair of compasses be
placed about the center of the Guif of Bt
Lawrence, and the other describe a semis

Mexicans | circle from Labrador to the southernmost

are |

- sceribed might well be called the graveyard

point of Nova Scotia, the area clircume
of the Atlantic. Not only is this part of the
ocean subject to all the gales of the roars-
ing - forties, but every kind of water snare
that entraps luckless sailors is found in this
North Atlantic. The dirty
brownish fogs that lie across the horison
above Belle isle are, of course, the most
treacherous for the ocean liner.
They conceal the other dangers, and the
other dangers are neither few nor far
apart. What with icebergs ranging in sise
from a few hundred feet in cirécumference
to monsters nine miles in length (the exact
dimension of one measured by the News-
foundland supegintendent of fisheries), with
naked rock walls rising vertically seven
hundred feet out of the sea, with ¢crumbled
ledges whose saw-tooth edge stands up in
pinnacics or slopes down to a white-capped
reef, and with the submerged shoals of the
Sable and Magdalene island districts, the
pilot has as difficult & plece of water to
navigate as could be found.

To enumérate all the vessels lost in the
North Atlantic during recent years would
take up too much space; but the record for
the past few months has been sufficlently
striking to justify the chariness of unders
writers toward northern risks. The wreck
of the Scotsman in the Straits of Belle
Isle is still fresh in people's memories, and
though the loss of life, considering the long
passenger list, was comparatively small
cargo, ship and travelers' ¢ffects were to-
tal loss, Preceding the Scotsman's wreek
was the Porila's among the reefy and
shoals off Nova Scotia, another instance of
miraculous escape for the passengers. The
Canadian line has been, perhaps, the most
unfortunate; for, while the Labrador was
lost on the east side of the Atlantic, one
of the fine new steamships of the same line
cameé to grief on a ledge a few hours' run
from Halifax. The destruction of four large
passenger steamers of first-class rating in
less than a year 4& a remarkable record;
and that does not Include accidents, the
lcss of coasters, freighters and schooners,
and such experiences as that of the Gas-
pesia, the trial steamer of the new Cana-
dian fast winter line, which stuck in the
Icefloes last spring and drifted help

about for two or three months before she
was freed and towed ashore,

THE RESPONSIBILITY. i
Usually, responsibility for these northern
wrecks is divided between the unanswering
captain, who has received instructions to
make gpeed independent of fogs and weath-
er, and the compass whose needle, some-
how or other, has been deflected by some
mysterious magnetic current. These ex-
cuses may be acceplted by the public, but
are scouted by navigators who know the
North Atlantic. The danger, in the first
place, lles in the nature of the course, and

in the second in attempting to speed while
on this course. The perils of Nova Scotlan
witters can be and have been lessened.
Lighthouses now mark the most dangerpus .
puints, and long ago a stop was put to the
nefarious work of the wreckers who plied
successful depredations with Sable island
as 4 basis, Time was, within the memory
of navigators still living, when false lights
above Lhe sands of bable island lured rasss
ing ships to their ruin; and when lheﬁo -
ernment crulsers would come to the 8 tﬁ

ht

enemy

aid, not a thing would be found but
stripped hull. Though passengers

have waded ashore in some places, the
dead used Lo be found stripped of all cloth-
ing and jewels, with the ring-finger cut off,
and frequently the gash of a wrecker's
weapon across the forehead, signs plainly
telling of a conflict between the passe
struggling ashore through beating surf and
the murderous men who awaited them, But
all this s a thing of the past on
island. Not only were wreckers driven o
but live stock was placed on the long
stretch of grass-grown sand, so that ecast-
awayvs could have some means of subsist-
ence until help came,

Belle lsle strait is, by far, the most
treacherous part of the North Atlantio
route, The coast of Labrador projects inte
the ocean like a barrier against the flinging
tides: und when the batfled current finds
resistance suddenly removed, when the
narrow straits uﬁen between Newfou d
and Labrador, the waters toss in with t
sidling motion that creates the beam sea
so hateful to all landsmen. The strength of
this inbursting current simply cannot be
calculated or counteracted by any mariner.
In width, the straits vary from nine to
fory miles, and when the brownish fog,
never absent from the northern horison,
spreads southward, obscuring every land-
mark, it is impossible for alec:&m to
keep up speed and retain his a gs. Ha
may refer to his chart as often as he
pleases and tell himself, ““Thus and
have we come, and here is the place we
are.” Tide and fog may have betrayed him
in spite of his ealculations, and he may be
at least a hundred miles out of his course.

A CAPTAIN'S MISTAKE.

There was a very striking example about
a vear ago. One of the fastest of the line.
ers going by the stralght route was caught
in a heavy fog just before she reathed
the entrance. So thick was the mist that
the unusual precaution of lying-to was ac-
tually taken, and the steamer lay, as the
captain thought, prow forward just at the
opening of the straits walting for a dash
through when the fog should Hft. This

is all of the story that the passengers and
public know; but there is another and wide-
ly different version current in the bleak
port of Battle Harbor, forty miles up the
rocky coast of Labrador. Battle
ig land-locked like all the hidden
coves, or in sallors’ pariance, “holes In the
North coast; and the dome-
ehaped rocks surround the port slope down
at the harbor eatrance into two long, sh

barely leave the breadth of a steamer opeh
The fishing schooners de

weather., and the government mall steamer

| frequently sends in only a four-oared boat

rather than run through the treachprous

narrows. On the morning when the ocean
liner thought she was lying at ecase in the

a (sherman came sculling out of
Battle Harbor to examine his nets. Aps
proaching cautiously through the thick fog,
he was amazed to see a huge black shape
loom up between the ribs. Nearer view

| revealed the nature of this strange visitant.

Hailing the officers, he asked If they knew
they were, and the astonishment of
caplain may be iImagined whea he
his actual whercabouts and nape
row escape. The fisherman was takea
aboard, paid to keep quiet, and pilot the
shin back to her course. Meanwhile, over
two hundred passengers ate a hearty
breakfast—for was not the sea calm? -In
the happy belief that they were poking
through the Straits of Pelle Isle,

“1t is perfectly absurd as well as danger-
ous to attempt a fast line through the
straits,”” =aid a navigator, who s captain
of a government steamer, and who, theres
fore, does not hold a brief o defend any
special route. *“*The only safety during £

learned

| or rough weather is to run for shelter a

e to.” This man has had seventeen years'

! experience on Newfoundiand and Labrador
| CORSLS,
| may be considered an autherity on North-

without a single accldent; and he

As for the captains of fishing
schooners, men who have spent all thelr
lives orulsing the straits, they scolf at
mentlon of using Belle Isle for mercantile

purposes,
IN ROCKY WATERS.
Besldes the danger from fog and tide at
the entrance to the Gull of 8t. Lawrence,
there is the peril of long, sharp ledges that

ern routes,
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